Guided Tour  ver. 1 – Ed Dickie

First Stop:  Introduction (3-4 minutes)

(this takes near the roost at the gate and I'm assuming begins just as it is clear everyone has arrived – later early - or is it a 'hard' time with a straggler allowance?)   (This takes place after the group has arrived, been counted, given their tickets to and received their instructions from the Park-Aide.  They are then turned over to you.  You should stop about 100 feet into the Reserve…Just after the first bend in the path). 
Hello and welcome to Ano Nuevo State Reserve. My name is Ed and I live about 9 miles South (actually its East of the point) along highway 1 at a small coastal hamlet named Davenport. Has anyone here been to Davenport ? 

And where are you from ?  (acknowledging answers)

Have any of you been to Ano Nuevo before ?  How long ago was that ?  What season was it? …

What brings you here today ?  Are you interested in anything in particular ?  Perhaps the Elephant Seals ??

Have any of you seen elephant seals before not at Ano Nuevo ?  (other than at Año Nuevo?)
(a small pause and smile and further welcoming gesture –  maybe a “we are happy to see you here today”.  a good place for a deep breath !)

Ano Nuevo is both rich in nature and history, It became a State Reserve 47 years ago. I remember that well because that was the year I was born – 1958. (good personal touch) The difference between a State Park and State Reserve is important.

A State Reserve is maintained under a mandate to protect nature in its natural state -  minimizing the effects of man as much as is possible.  With almost no exceptions, man is not allowed to interfere or assist in anyway with what happens in the course of the day.  For example: if a seal has been wounded by a predator or appears to be diseased there is no attempt to intervene with any medical help. Natural systems are very balanced and in the example I just gave, the diseased or injured sea mammal plays an important role in the food supply of many land, air and sea animals. On rare occasions, diseased or injured animals are given help, but only if it's suspected the problem is the result of a man made cause. Fishing net injuries are a good example here. Today we may see births, deaths, fighting and/or mating. This is about as wild and natural a place as one can easily observe in today's world. Are there any questions concerns along these topics ? OK

 During the breeding season escorted walks (mid-December through March) we have about 50,000 visitors. These walks have become so popular that about 35,000 visitors are turned away each year. 

Our tour will take about 1 and ½ hours and cover about a mile.  We will make a few brief stops along the way so that I can point things of interest and answer any questions that you have.  Should you see something along the way that you would like more information about, please let me know.  If I cannot answer your question(s), we can pose it one of the rangers that we meet along the way.  It will take us about 20 minutes to reach the dunes…we will spend about 20 minutes observing the Elephants Seals then it will take us about 20 minutes to return.  We are on a time schedule so please make the best of our opportunities by being prompt and staying close as a group.

As the Ranger told you a few moments ago, there are specific rules that must be followed for both your safety and the safety of the animals.  

There are areas along the trail that are thick with poison oak.  This time of year, poison oak  (has mixed colors with red-gold-green leaves – OR later in the season – is just bare branches with maybe a few  red-yellowish leaves). The bare branches can also get you so please try to not touch any of the plants and especially do not pick the pretty leaves for you scrapbook!  

When we are on the dunes, it very important that we stay close together as a group.  Never get in front of me.  I will be taking my direction from the Rangers in the area as to where we can go safely and getting the best view of the animals.  You in turn must assist me by staying alert, making sure that any children or young adults in your parity stay within the group and foremost, if I say ‘LETs MOVE’, don’t wait for another photo opt…Move quickly immediately.  We will not approach within 25 feet of any animal…whether he is sleeping or not.  A full grown male weighs between 3500 and 5000 pounds.  He is very jealous of his territory and can move a lot faster than you may think !  He can cover 25 feet in 3 seconds!...can you?
Please refrain from any loud talking and do not make any whistling or shouting noises.  If you have cell phones or pagers with you, please double check now to see that they are OFF.

Our main objective is to visit nature, enjoy it wonders and leave without a trace.  It is very important that you observe the rules so that we can all be safe and not upset the balance of nature.  If there are no further questions…let go see what Ano Nuevo has to offer today!

Travel Time: 5 minutes

Second Stop: Bench Pullout (3-4 minutes)

In the distance you can see what is today the Ano Nuevo Island or “Isle de Ano Nuevo”. Ano Nuevo means New Year in Spanish and was named by an early Spanish explorer named  Sebastian Vizcaino about 400 years ago.  To put this into time prospective, it happened seventeen years before the pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock. 

The mapmaker aboard this early expedition  named this place ‘Punta de Ano Nuevo’or Point Ano Nuevo.  Does anyone know what Ano Nuevo means in English?   ….Yes, … New Years.(awkward  question at this point since you already told they the answer three sentences before, I suggest that you delete the answer above… “Año Nuevo means New Year in Spanish”… and leave this question in the text,) This point was the first feature that they mapped after New Years day in 1603.  Thus, on January 3rd  1603, it was named the “point of the New Years”…“punta de Ano Nuevo”. 

When the Ohlone Indians lived here and the Spanish first arrived these sand dunes extended out to and covered the island.  Sometime between Viscaino’s visit and approximately 200 years later ‘Punta de Ano Nuevo’ became ‘Isle de Ano Nuevo’.  Geologist theorize that movements in (on) the earthquake faults in the channel between the mainland and the island combined with erosion from waves, currents and winds have allowed the ocean to breach the peninsula and slowly form the channel we see today.  The channel continues to widen at an average rate of 2 to 3 feet per year..  The waters along the coast here are very shallow, in some cases less the fifteen feet with an average of 25 feet up to a half-mile off the island. There are many reefs that extent out for as much as a mile.  During the middle(during the Gold Rush period of the 1860s-1870s) eighteen hundreds there were many shipwrecks between here and Pescadero, just north-northwest of us.  In 1872 the US Government established a lighthouse operation on the island.  You will notice there are two (three) houses on the left side of the island.(I moved this sentence location.) The smaller house on the right (left) was the original home for the light keeper, his assistant and their families.  It was 24x 36 ft and housed everyone.  The larger houses were built between 1912 and 1914 during a major upgrade of the islands facilities.  This (The larger) house had eight rooms and an indoor bathroom complete with tub.  Off to the right you can just see a ‘square black structure’, that is the equipment building for the ‘steam generator’ that powered the eight-inch foghorn. Further to the right you can see the roof of a third (forth) building, which is the equipment building and boat house for the many University and Marine study groups that use the island as a Living laboratory. On the far right, you can see the light tower structure laying on its side just this side of the equipment building(delete this passage). The tower was taken down in the 90's due to erosion of the footings. Originally, the island was accessible at low tides and materials and supplies could be taken out via a land bridge, but over time this access became non-existent and all travel between the isle and the mainland had to be done by boat. Numerous dramas played out in crossing this treacherous channel by boat.  (Insert: Frank has a story of a light keeper crossing death)  Manned operations continued until 1948 when the Coast Guard replaced the facility with the automated buoy you see just to the left of the island.  The old stately house stands abandoned by man, but is by no means empty as the California Sea Lions that dominate the island have now made it their home. 

(I'd like to clarify a little on the exact sequence of operations – originally it was just a fog horn – then a lens lantern on a water tank and finally a Fresnel lens on the skeleton tower – see http://www.lighthousefriends.com/light.asp?ID=79- I'll work this in – we have a lot of lighthouse geeks and although it may not be part of my regular script – I still want some definitives here and as I highlighted – more light keeper stories)

I looked at the Light house friend’s web site.  For reasons I do not understand I was unable to copy the text for Año Nuevo.  I do not think you should have much trouble outlining the time line of the operations in a sentence or two…Steam horn, tank lantern to full fresnel lens over a period of 40 years. ‘Back Pocket’ knowledge is always good to have.  Good job on the research.  Have you seen any other sources that tell the same story?
You are going have too watch you time, you only have 4-5 minutes so don’t get too carried away.

Do we have any questions about what we’ve seen thus far? …

Okay, lets go the top of that dune. 

Travel Time:  3-4 minutes 

Stop Three: Life Cycles , Marine Mammals and Ohlone (5 minutes)

(dune cycles - lots of E.Seal – small bit on other Marine Mammals - segue to brief Ohlone  history using the height to point to areas – far and near - where they lived and made food)

Travel time:  20 minutes on the dunes

Stop four: Thrust Fault – Geology (3-4 minutes)

(keep it simple !)

Travel Time:  5 minutes

Stop Five:  Erosion Pull-out/Sea Caves  - Geology (3-4 minutes)

(“cliff to recess an average of 10 feet per year” - not all cliffs – depends on the material ! - 

Travel time: 4 minutes

Stop Six:  Good Bye (3 minutes)

(a simple update on land conservation expansion of the local coast)

Thank you all so much for coming here today !

